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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 8588 
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SUBJECT: US/SOVIET BILATERAL CONTACTS ON AFRICA 
REF: STATE 140199 AND PREVIOUS 

1. EMBASSY DISCUSSED PROPOSAL WITH USA SECTION MFA, WHICH THEN 
ARRANGED APPOINTMENTS 

WITH YURI ZOLOTOV, DEPUTY CHIEF OF FIRST 

AFRICAN DIVISION (ROUGHLY NORTH AND FRANCOPHONE AFRICA); AND 
YURI ASTAFYEV, COUNSELOR IN THIRD AFRICAN DIVISION (EAST AFRICA). 
DURING CALL ON THEM BY EMBOFF JULY 19, EACH EXPRESSED INTEREST 
AND ASTAFYEV, SPEAKING PERSONALLY, SAID HE THOUGHT IT WAS 
EXCELLENT IDEA. THEY PROMISED TO TAKE IT UP WITH THEIR SUPERIORS 
AND LET US KNOW. 

2. WE ALSO DISCUSSED PROPOSAL WITH V.G. SOLODOVNIKOV, DIRECTOR 
OF INSTITUTE OF AFRICAN AFFARIS, WHO SAID HE WOULD BE DELIGHTED 
TO RECEIVE EXPERTS FROM AF. HE SAID HE WOULD BE ON VACATION 
UNTIL SECOND WEEK IN SEPTEMBER, BUT RNCOURAGED VISIT UPON HIS 
RETURN. 

3. COMMENT. WE BELIEVE IT IS TIMELY TO SEEK TO WIDEN THE EMBASSY'S 
TIES WITH AFRICAN (AS WITH OTHER) DIVISIONS IN FONOFF AND WE WOULD 
THEREFORE WELCOME VISIT BY AF EXPERTS AS MEANS OF OPENING DOORS AND 
BEGINNING DIALOGUE. IN PRESENTING PROPOSAL TO MFA AND TO AFRICAN 
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INSTITUTE, WE HAVE BEEN CAREFUL TO KEEP IT IN TERMS OF "INFORMAL 
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EXCHANGE OF OPINION" IN ORDER TO AVOID ANY HINT OF CONDOMINIUM 
POLITICS. 

4. WILL ADVISE WHEN MFA RESPONDS. IN ANY CASE, BELIEVE VISIT 
SHOULD BE PLANNED FOR NO EARLIER THAN MID-SEPTEMBER IN ORDER TO 
ACCOMMODATE SOLODEVNIKOV'S SCHEDULE. 

MF.T ENCAMP 
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